Bakehouse and Cratchit’s Christmas Scene – Stave 3

Extra vocabulary

bakehouse scene – middle of p. 47 – middle of p. 48 
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Sabbatarianism is a word for the Christian doctrine or rule that Sunday should be a holy day and all Christians should avoid working or shopping or any other chores on that day. It was believed by many of the Christians in power in England during the Victorian Era, that Sunday was a day for strict observance as a holy day. It should be reserved for worship or attending church, and nothing else. 

This idea was attacked by Charles Dickens throughout his life, despite the fact that he identified as Christian. In 1836 he published the pamphlet Sunday Under Three Heads in opposition to a Bill (or proposed law) that would have extended already strict limitations to Sunday recreation. Dickens felt that these Bills were an attempt by the upper classes to control the lives of the lower classes disguised as simply following the rules of religion. He argued that Sunday was the only day that the poor and working classes could enjoy simple pleasures that the upper and middle classes enjoyed all week. In A Christmas Carol Dickens again voices these concerns through this exchange between Scrooge and the Ghost of Christmas Present. 


Cratchit’s Christmas scene – middle of p. 48 to middle of p. 53

bob a-week - a bob is Cockney slang for a shilling, Bob earns 15 shillings a week

four-roomed house - Dickens based the home of the Cratchits on a home he lived in as a child, located at 16 Bayham Street Camden Town

twice-turned gown - resewn, mended

blood horse - a horse whose blood or lineage is derived from the purest and most highly prized origin or stock; a racehorse

copper - large tub normally used to boil laundry, used here to boil the pudding

hob - shelf within a fireplace used to keep food or utensils warm

five-and-sixpence - five and a half shillings, more than a third of his father's meager salary 

milliner - maker of women's hats or other items of dress; long, hard work with low pay

pawnbroker - one that lends money at interest in exchange for personal property deposited as security. Dickens was well acquainted with pawnbrokers, frequently being asked to pawn household items as a child to ease his father's financial difficulties

